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California Enacts
Landmark Age
Verification, Social Media
Warning, and AI Chatbot
Safety Laws
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L ast month, | wrote about an age-verification law that made its way to
California Governor Newsom. Today, that bill — and several other
landmark children's online safety bills — have been signed into law. You can
find more information about all of these new laws here.

Below, | have broken down what | think are some of the most impactful
changes made by these new laws and when we can expect these laws to be
effective.

» Al Chatbot Safeguards (SB 243) - Effective January 1, 2026

» Age Verifications (AB 1043) - Effective January 1, 2027



» Social Media Warning Labels (AB 56) - Effective January 1, 2027

In signing these laws, Governor Newsom commented: “Emerging technology
like chatbots and social media can inspire, educate, and connect — but without
real guardrails, technology can also exploit, mislead, and endanger our kids.
We’ve seen some truly horrific and tragic examples of young people harmed
by unregulated tech, and we won'’t stand by while companies continue without
necessary limits and accountability. We can continue to lead in Al and
technology, but we must do it responsibly — protecting our children every step
of the way. Our children’s safety is not for sale.”

The message clear: children's online safety, especially with evolving Al, is top
of mind for California. This is a meaningful step in the online safety trend,
particularly at State-level legislation, and we are seeing a complex — and ever-
growing — patchwork of laws emerging across the United States. Trite as it
sounds, legal guidance is more essential than ever for tech companies trying
to navigate this landscape.



